Learning Objectives  
Chapter 1

Student will research and investigate European trade and exploration to understand how events occurred in time and place, are sequenced chronologically, and impacted future events.

Student will analyze historical information to understand and explain attempts at colonization and the problems involved with colonization.

Students will research and investigate colonial lifestyle, Puritanism, slavery, and colonies in Virginia, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and other colonies to explain the impact of historical events on society.

         Possible discussion suggestions:

What knowledge and capabilities would contribute to survival in the early colonies?

What gain would be achieved by England establishing colonies?

What factors are involved in the Pilgrims establishing a colony in North America?

How are the Puritans different from the Pilgrims?

How did the Puritan viewpoint influence future development of the United States?

Why were indentured servants in the colonies?

Discuss interactions between Europeans and American Indians.

Chapter 2


Student will analyze historical information about the development of early colonial lifestyle and religion to understand conditions that shaped the emergence of ideas and culture.


Students will research and investigate warfare between 1689-1748 to recognize factors and roles that effect governmental policy, international issues, and the development of the US government.

Student will examine historical information to understand economic conditions in colonial America and how slavery was involved in economics, international trade, and the origins of racial tensions.


Student will examine historical information related to establishment of institutions of higher education, art, architecture, drama, literature, and music to understand and interpret the shaping of a new country.



Possible discussion suggestions:


How would New England climate and environment affect its trade?


How would Southern colonies be affected by climate and environment?


What are the natural resources found in the colonies?


How was religion different in the New England colonies compared with the Southern colonies?


Compare and contrast the Middle colonies with the New England colonies; with the Southern colonies.  How did labor systems vary?

Chapter 3


Student will define mercantilism and research and investigate historical information to identify how England hoped to gain wealth from the establishment of colonies in America.


Student will research and analyze turning points and major ideas to identify factors of the French & Indian War that affected the colonies and relations with Native Americans.


Student will synthesize information and reflect on findings to explain the causes of rebellion by the colonies related to England’s revenue-generating laws.


Students will research historical information related to the Intolerable Acts in the Massachusetts Colony and explain why leaders of the other colonies feared the Intolerable Acts.


Student will research historical information to identify reasons for the First Continental Congress and the results of its formation.


Student will research and investigate historical information to understand mercantilistic trading issues and other factors that contributed to the American Revolution.



Possible discussion suggestions:


Compare and contrast mercantilism, trade laws, and revenue-generating laws.


How do you think England felt about the Boston Tea Party?


Why would England want to punish the colonies?


Why was the Declaration of Independence written?


What advantages did the colonists have over the British during the Revolution?


What disadvantages did the colonists have fighting against the British?


How did the Americans manage to win the war?

Chapter 4


Student will research historical information to understand how the 13 colonies were somewhat like independent countries, but were able to cooperate for a common cause.


Student will research and investigate information to explain how the Articles of Confederation and the Constitutional Convention resulted in “Inventing America.”


Student will analyze historical information to explain the purpose of separation of powers in government.




Possible discussion suggestions:


What kind of problems existed after the Revolution?


How do you think England felt after the Revolution?


The United States has three branches of government; explain how each branch checks or balances the other two branches.


Discuss who the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists were and what they wanted.


What is a bill of rights?  What is an amendment?  How are they different?  What is the Bill of Rights in the US?

Chapter 5


Student will research and investigate historical information in relation to the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists to understand and explain domestic and foreign policies of the United States.


Student will research and analyze personalities and characters of the leaders of the United States’ new government to understand the development of the new independent nation.


Student will research and analyze similarities and differences between Hamilton and Jefferson and their political parties to explain how Federalists and Anti-Federalists became Federalists and Republicans.


Student will examine historical information to understand city services and corruption in a growing America.


Student will examine historical information to understand and explain factors leading to 

War of 1812 and why it may be called the Second War for Independence.



Possible discussion suggestions:


What were Hamilton’s “Three Reports?”

Who are the crackers?

Was there a “Revolution of 1800?”


Discuss the Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr duel.


Discuss the Louisiana Purchase.


What advantages for the United States resulted from the War of 1812?


What caused the death of the Federalist Party?

Chapter 6


Student will research and investigate historical information to understanding banking in the United States.


Student will research and analyze historical information to understand markets, mass production, and entrepreneurial spirit between 1815 and 1836.


Student will research and investigate historical information to explain and understand expansion to the Pacific Northwest and Florida.


Student will investigate historical information related to European interests in North, Central, and South America to understand and explain the reasons for the Monroe Doctrine.


Student will research and investigate historical information related to the Missouri Compromise, slavery and politics, Native Americans, and Andrew Jackson’s Presidency to understand a big, centralized government.



Possible discussion suggestions:


Article 1, Section 8, of the Constitution states that Congress has the power “to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for the carrying into execution the foregoing powers.”  What does that mean?


What were Andrew Jackson’s strengths and failings?


Since the Constitution said nothing about territories, why would slavery become an issue in the territories?


Describe factions within the Republican party and the rise of the Democrats vs. Whigs.

Chapter 7


Student will research and investigate historical information related to Jacksonianism to understand social and political reform and changes in the American culture.


Student will research information related to the Second Great Awakening to understand the variety of religious experiences in America.


Student will investigate historical information related to education and the arts to understand the American intellect and artistic recognition.


Student will research and investigate factors that prompted the Westward Movement or the ideals of the Manifest Destiny to understand expansion of the United States.


Student will research and investigate historical information related to the annexation of Texas, the Oregon Territory, and the Mexican War to understand expansion of the United States “from sea to shining sea.”


Student will research historical information to understand and explain the factors like the Oregon Trail, Mormons, slavery, and Gold contributed to the Westward expansion.


Student will research the Democrat and Whig party rivalries to understand social and political reform during 1836-1845.



Possible discussion suggestions:


How would a person living in New York in 1850 travel to California and search for gold?


What factors in America contributed to the religious revivals of 1815-1860?


What are booster colleges and what was their purpose?


What should be remembered about the Alamo?


How did the slavery debate affect political party alliances?

Chapter 8


Student will examine historical information related to sectional differences to understand and explain the impact of the Compromise of 1850, Gadsden Purchase, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision upon society and westward expansion.


Student will research and investigate historical information related to big cities during 1840s to 1860s to analyze how historical conditions influenced immigration, crime, and economics.


Student will examine historical information related to ongoing disagreements regarding slavery to understand and explain the factors involved in why Congress could not settle the issue of slavery.


Student will research historical information related to philosophies and thinking of the mid 1800s to understand and explain religion’s influence in politics and public opinion.



Possible discussion suggestions:


Would slavery have faded out without laws being passed?


What part did the Democratic Party play in the 1860 election?


Could the US have become half-slave and half-free and not fought the Civil War?


What differences existed between the North and the South that contributed to the Civil War?


Are there any similarities between how Britain dominated the colonies and how the North tried to dominate the South before the Civil War?

Chapter 9


Student will research and investigate historical information related to the Civil War and understand and explain how political changes, attempted compromises, planned secession, and commercialism led to war.


Student will examine historical information related to critical factors of the Civil War to understand how the make up of the armies, cultural forces, naval power, and European neutrality influenced the beginning of the war.


Student will analyze and understand how the strategy of a two-front war, the strategy of a water war, the action and non-action of generals, and finances contributed to the outcome of battles and the war.


Student will research information related to the Emancipation Proclamation and analyze the impact this proclamation had on the North and the South.



Possible discussion suggestions:


If you had been President Lincoln in 1860, what would you have done to solve the problem of the Southern states seceding?


The Confederate States of America wrote the Articles of Confederation, what problems might the Confederate government have because of these Articles?


What are some differences between the Confederate Constitution and the United States Constitution?


Why would the Union Army wage total war in the South in 1864?


Since the Civil War, historians have attempted to explain the causes of the Civil War.  Discuss Marxist ideology, Lost Cause myth, and Neo-Confederate philosophy to analyze their interpretations and credibility.

Chapter 10


Student will examine historical information related to Reconstruction to understand and explain the impact the Civil War and the assassination of Abraham Lincoln had on the United States (North and South).


Student will analyze historical information to draw inferences about the changes in America between 1865 and 1876.


Student will examine information related to the Amendments to the Constitution -- XIII, XIV, and XV, to understand how these amendments reflected changing relationships between individuals and the federal government, and between individuals and state governments.


Student will examine and analyze information related to the Reconstruction to understand and explain how the life of an African American family might have looked during Reconstruction in the South.



Possible discussion suggestions:


Discuss the viewpoints of the Northern states and the Southern states regarding the objectives of Reconstruction.


Who were the scalawags and the carpetbaggers?  What impact did they have on states?


Gold and Black Friday, what scandal occurred? 


What part did the Klu Klux Klan play in the Reconstruction?

