Chapter 11


Student will investigate historical information related to transportation in the new territories of the US to understand and explain the development, advantages, and relative disadvantages of railroads, wagon trains, and steamboats.


Student will research and investigate historical information related to natural resources in the new territories of the US to understand and explain entrepreneurial development and environmental concerns involving furs, fish, ore, lumber, ranching, and agriculture.


Student will analyze historical information related to the Plains Indians to understand and explain relocation, assimilation, and extermination of  Native Americans.


Student will research historical information related to territorial government to recognize factors that affected the progress of territories towards statehood.



Possible discussion suggestions:


Frederick J. Turner stated that the frontier no longer existed.  What are the pros and cons of this statement?


Was the West democratic, egalitarian, anti-intellectual, and anti-conservation?  What is the evidence?



How were farming, milling, lumbering, mining, and ranching a benefit to the economy?


How did Grange Laws, the US Supreme Court, and labor unions and organizations influence politics and political parties?

Chapter 12


Student will research and investigate historical information related to the period of 

1876 – 1895 to describe and explain how national interests, and political corruption influenced development of business and transportation

Student will examine historical information related to the period of 1876-1895 to understand and explain how conditions in the cities influenced business, transportation, and the industrial revolution.

Student will research and analyze historical information related to the industrial revolution (1876-1895) to understand and explain its impact on cities and business.


Student will research and analyze turning points and major ideas related to the Gilded Age to understand and explain how events in the US affected farm and labor groups.

Student will research and analyze historical information related to the Gilded Age to understand and explain the impact of capitalism and political organizations upon American society and culture. 

Student will research historical information related to reform movements and religious groups during the period of 1876-1895 to understand and analyze their impact upon American society and culture.



Possible discussion suggestions:


How is industrial production and business enterprise affected by immigration, the factory system, and social and economic reform?


Was the legacy of the industrial revolution in America positive, negative, or both?


Discuss the influence of Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and J. P. Morgan on the Gilded Age.


Discuss contributions to US society of Henry J. Heinz, Joseph Campbell, Charles Pillsbury, William C. Proctor, and James Gamble.


Samuel Gomphers’ impact on labor unions resulted in what changes and reforms?


Discuss Grover Cleveland’s Presidency and its accomplishments and disappointments.

Chapter 13


Student will examine major ideas, developments, turning points, and cause-and-effect relationships for the time period 1896 - 1912 to understand and explain the domestic affairs of the US.


Student will examine major ideas, developments, turning points, and cause-and-effect relationships for the time period 1896 - 1912 to understand and explain the foreign affairs of the US.


Student will investigate core values and principles of US history during 1896 - 1912 to understand how governmental institutions and processes were Progressive.



Possible discussion suggestions:


What makes the US a republic?


Compare and contrast republicanism and democracy.


How are Democratic and Republican parties Progressive at the turn of the 20th Century?


Discuss how Plessy v. Ferguson contributed to the “Jim Crow Laws.”

Chapter 14


Student will examine conditions and motivations that affect the development of foreign policy to understand the outbreak of World War I.


Student will research and analyze progressive influences in inventions, religion, and politics to understand and explain the development of Progressive reform.


Student will examine the Progressive movement during 1912 – 1920 to understand and analyze the Woodrow Wilson Presidency, focusing on domestic policy.


Student will investigate Woodrow Wilson’s Presidency and the Bolshevik Revolution to understand the creation of the Communist state and American opposition to communism.



Possible discussion suggestions:


After 1890 America and Europe expected peace to flourish, what factors contributed to the outbreak of World War I and the demise of a peace time?


Between 1913 -s 1920 the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th amendments were ratified, what events and influences impacted the enactment of these amendments?


What was the purpose of the Fourteen Points devised by Woodrow Wilson and what was the outcome?


Discuss the Suffrage Movement.  Include in the discussion:  important leaders of the movement, organizations involved in the movement, and issues promoted.


Discuss examples of domestic policy and foreign policy 1912-1920.

Chapter 15


Student will examine historical information related to the time period of 1920 – 1932 to describe and explain national interests, national debt, government scandal, and Prohibition.


Student will analyze historical information related to American business and the US economy to explain the burst in manufacturing and innovation during 1920- 1929.


Student will examine major ideas, turning points, and developments of the post-World War I period to understand and explain the factors that were involved in isolationism and possible arms control.


Students will examine the US economical conditions post-World War I to understand and explain the factors of the Stock market crash and the ensuing Depression.



Possible discussion suggestions:


Describe and contrast Harding and Coolidge’s policies as “reactions” to Wilson.


What is “normalcy?”


How does the Monroe Doctrine align with a return to normalcy?


What are the possible causes of the Great Depression?


Discuss agricultural conditions in the US before and during the Great Depression.


What solutions did President Hoover attempt to end the Great Depression?  What were the results?


Was Hoover a “Progressive?”

Chapter 16


Student will examine historical information related to FDR’s Presidency to identify programs in the New Deal and their intent.


Student will examine and analyze factors of the programs in the New Deal to evaluate their impact on US society and political system.


Student will examine global relationships and tensions during the period of 1932 – 1940 to understand and explain US foreign policy and isolationism. 


Student will research historical information related to conditions in Europe during the 1930s to understand and explain the rise of Adolph Hitler and Nazism.


Student will research historical information related to conditions in Japan during the 1930s to understand and explain the alliances and relations between Japan and Germany and Italy.



Possible discussion suggestions:


What was FDR’s solution to the Great Depression?


What is the legacy of the New Deal?


Describe opposition, left and right, to the New Deal.


Was the New Deal relief, reform, and recovery?


What is isolationism?


Why did Americans divide over how to respond to 1930s German and Japanese aggression?


What was the purpose of the Tripartite Pact?  What world conditions contributed to the agreement?  What resulted from this pact?

